 “THE WEST COASTS EASTSIDE SOUND STORY” IMMORTALIZES THE 1960’S EAST LOS ANGELES CHICANO ROCK LEGENDS THAT HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE POPULAR AMERICAN CULTURAL EXPERIENCE. THIS DOCUMENTARY SALUTES EDDIE DAVIS AND THE MANY GROUPS ON HIS VARIOUS RECORD LABELS AND THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO AMERICAN POP MUSIC THAT HAS BEEN IMMEASURABLE. YET, IT HAS NOT BEEN RECOGNIZED FOR ITS HISTORIC VALUE AND CULTURAL IMPORTANCE.    -  JIMMY A. VELARDE / DIRECTOR
“THEY WERE THE HEROS AND HEROINES OF LOWRIDER CAR CLUBS, STREET GANGS AND HIGH SCHOOL TEENS. THEIR RECORDS WERE SOLD AS SOON AS THEY CAME OUT AND WHENEVER THEY MADE APPEARANCES, THEY CROWDED DANCE HALLS AND CONCERTS.
THEY WERE THE ROCK ARTIST BASED IN EAST LOS ANGELES, CALIFORINA AND PART OF THE PHENOMENON KNOWN ON THE WEST COAST AS, “THE EASTSIDE SOUND”. IT HAS SPANNED OVER 40 YEARS OF CHICANO MUSICAL DEVELOPMENT. THEY WERE LATIN, THEY WERE RHYTHM AND BLUES, THEY WERE SOUL, COMBINED WITH THE BRITISH SOUND AND THEY DEFIED MUSICAL CATEGORIES. 

THE MUSIC WAS A LOCALIZED FUSION OF MEXICAN AND AMERICAN INFLUENCES, YET THEIR PARTICIPATION IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF AMERICAN ROCK ‘N ROLL HAS BEEN LARGELY IGNORED.
THE ENSUING STRUGGLE TO BRING THEM OUT OF THE BARRIO, RECORD THEM, AND GET THEM TO NATIONAL PROMINENCE IS A STORY OF GLORY AND TRAGEDY: A STORY NOT OFTEN TOLD IN THE ANNALS OF THE RECORD BUSINESS”.

· LUIS RODRIQUEZ / AUTHOR           

